
EAST HERTS LICENSING AUTHORITY 
Licensing Act 2003 

 

REPRESENTATION FORM FROM RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 
 

Responsible Authority (please delete as applicable): 
Police / Fire / Environmental Protection / Health and Safety / Child Protection / Weights and 
Measures / Planning Authority 
 

Your Name  

Job Title Police Sergeant  

Postal and email address 
 
 

Hertford Police Station  

Contact telephone number 01992  

 

Name of the premises you are 
making a representation about 

Redrick Lakes  

Address of the premises you are 
making a representation about 

Sawbridgeworth  

 

Which of the four licensing 
Objectives does your 
representation relate to?  

Yes 
Or 
No 

Please detail the evidence supporting your 
representation. Or the reason for your representation. 
Please use separate sheets if necessary 

To prevent crime and disorder, 
Public Safety and to prevent 
public nuisance. 
 
 
 

YES Please see attached documents to form this 
representation.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested conditions that could 
be added to the licence to 
remedy your representation or 
other suggestions you would like 
the Licensing Sub Committee to 
take into account. Please use 
separate sheets where 
necessary and refer to checklist. 

 

 
Signed: Sergeant    Date:   4.10.21   
 
Please return this form along with any additional sheets to:East Herts Licensing Authority, Wallfields, Pegs 
Lane, Hertford, Herts SG13 8EQ or email to community.protection@eastherts.gov.uk  
This form must be returned within the Statutory Period.  For more details please check with the 
Community Protection Section Unit on 01279 655261  
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Appendix A.    RESTRICTED 

 
 
 
The governing principles of the Licensing Act are the four Licensing Objectives. All organisations and 
individuals involved in the running of Licensed Premises, must do so with a view to promoting these 
Objectives: 
 

The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 
Public Safety 
The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
The Protection of Children from Harm 

 
This representation is made by Hertfordshire Constabulary in relation to the application for a 
Temporary Event Notice to cover 2 events to be held at Redricks Lakes, Redricks Lane, 
Sawbridgeworth. The applicant, Nina Rampling has applied to licence a big top tent and a stretch 
tent located in what is described as the car park area at the glamping site currently sited at the 
location. The applicant proposes to supply alcohol for consumption on the premise and regulated 
entertainment between the hours of 12pm and 10pm on both Saturday the 30th October and Sunday 
the 31st October 2021.   
 
Nina Rampling is a manager employed by Ricky Harding. Ricky Harding owns and is a Director of the 
company Dog and Whistle Limited that is referenced on the TEN’s application form. Ricky Harding 
is the event promoter for other Dog and Whistle Festivals that have been held at a site in Frogmore 
Hill, Walkern over the last 3 years. Police have worked with him in relation to the festivals over this 
time with the planning process for each festival needing to start a minimum of 3 months before 
each event. As a result of these events, the licence at Frogmore Hill was revoked in July 2021. This 
revocation is in the process of being appealed. 
 
A premise licence is already held for a separate marquee at this location, it is held by Matthew Bone 
under the trading name of Cre8 Glamping. The intention of Ricky Harding is to use the TEN’s for up 
to 499 people, in addition to the current licence which will accommodate additional people. Cre8 
Glamping are also involved in the running of the event. An event management plan has been 
provided which states the capacity for the event will be 998 people, it is unclear if this number 
includes staff or not. There is the ability for people to camp on the site, within the glamping tents 
already located there, with a maximum capacity for 210 people. 
 
The event will feature a line-up of DJ’s from the commercial dance music genre with a Halloween 
theme. It is being advertised, on Facebook via the Dog and Whistle Facebook page, to the public as 
having a huge production, Halloween entertainment, huge headliners, big top in the haunted forest, 
2 arenas, 1500 capacity, mind blowing effects. It is likely to attract young adults between the ages 
of 18-25 years. Police have witnessed that events of this nature are high risk in terms of alcohol 
consumption and drug use. Those attending mostly use taxi’s or friends / family to act as a taxi 
meaning there are cars entering and leaving during both ingress and egress. 
 
The location is in a rural area between Harlow and Sawbridgeworth, it is accessed via a track from 
Redricks Lane which is an unrestricted road with no street lighting. There are residential properties 
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on Redricks Lane with two being less than 600 meters from the site and some others being within 
1000 meters of the site. The edge of Sawbridgeworth, on Redricks Lane is approximately 1000 
meters away from the site. Pye Corner, Gilston is a similar distance from the site. The red circle on 
the following map shows the location of the festival tents. The map also shows the large lakes that 
are present on the Redricks Site. The edge of the lakes are approximately 100 meters away from 
where the festival tents will be located.  
 

 
 
 
It is believed that if it this application was granted the licensing objectives around public safety, 
prevention of public nuisance and prevention of crime and disorder would be undermined for the 
reasons detailed below. 
 
The event organisers have not allowed enough time to safely plan this event and have given little 
consideration to key aspects of the event which can be seen from the documents supplied. Their 
focus has been on advertising the event rather than planning and organising the event.  
 
They have been advertising this event publicly since the 8th September 2021. Having seen the 
adverts Police contacted the organisers initially on the 15th September asking for an Event 
Management Plan, risk assessment and SAG notification to be submitted. At no point prior to this 
had the organisers contacted any responsible authority to inform them of the event or seek advice.  
 
On the 17th September 2021 (6 weeks prior to the start of the event) Brittany Melly, Event Manager 
was officially taken on to organise the event. Prior to this no paperwork had been completed that 
was specific to the Halloween Festival. At this time Police were informed that a TEN’s was going to 
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be used in addition to the premise licence already held at the location in order to allow for 999 
people to attend the event.  
 
Over the next few days Police expressed concerns to the organisers about the lack of time to plan 
the event. It was also pointed out that the Premise Licence held by Cre8 Glamping requires an EMP 
and SAG notification to be submitted 3 months in advance of any events with licensable activities 
for more than 499 people. By holding this event for over 499 people they will be in breach of their 
licence conditions but this information has not deterred the organisers from continuing to pursue 
this event.  
 
A SAG notification was submitted to East Herts Council on the 24th September 2021 and an email 
was sent containing a link to the first draft of the EMP. As part of the SAG notification a COVID 
questionnaire has to also be completed. This was submitted but most of the questions were left 
unanswered. Some answers stated ‘as per COVID plan (to be submitted separately)’. At the time of 
writing (3/10/21) the COVID plan is still yet to be submitted. The below site plan was also attached 
to the SAG notification email and is the same as the one contained within the EMP. 
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The site plan above is basic and unclear. A detailed plan is required showing the layout of the site, 
including the camping area, car parking area, evacuation points, emergency access routes as well as 
showing the structures to scale, heras fencing, medical base, security base, Event Liaison Team 
location, fire exits, tower lights and fire points as a minimum.   
 
On the 27th September PS Ramirez spoke with Ricky Harding on the phone about the concerns. He 
was in Australia and admitted that he had never actually been to the Redricks site himself. Ricky 
Harding stated in an email that the ticket sales were at 451 for the Saturday and 189 for the Sunday.  
 
A TEN’s was initially submitted on the 27th September however there were errors and so was 
resubmitted on the 29th September 2021. The link to the Event Management Plan was sent to police 
on the 27th September 2021.  
 
On the 28th September 2021 Brittany sent Police the below image for ingress / egress routes. Stating 
a one way system was in place to help aid the flow of PUDO vehicles for ingress and egress. This 
image is yet to be added to the EMP.  
 

 
 
During a site visit the condition of the tracks to be used were checked. The majority is suitably 
covered with hardcore however there is a section, approximately 100 meters long where the ground 
is not suitable, it is extremely muddy and has not been covered with hardcore. The below photo 
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shows part of this track. This track is part of the pink arrow route that runs parallel with the lake 
below. 
 

 
 
The traffic flow is not completely one way. There is a 150 meter section between Redricks Lane and 
the right turn into the first part of the one way system (Shown by the blue two way arrows in the 
diagram above). This piece of road has been viewed by Police and is only wide enough to 
accommodate traffic in one direction at any one time. The below screen shot is taken from the 
Police footage of this part of the track. 
 

 
 
The below screen shot is taken from google photos and shows the entrance to Redricks Lakes from 
Redricks Lane.  
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A key part of the event is ensuring the safe arrival and egress of those attending the event. This 
should include the management of traffic on the surrounding roads as well as the management of 
the traffic on private roads within the site. Consideration must also be given to the possibility that 
some attendees will wish to leave on foot.  
 
The traffic management plan is minimal as can be seen by the below screen shot below taken from 
page 22 of the EMP. The What3Word locations do not seem to pinpoint key locations and state that 
the ingress is via a point on Eastwick Road which is contrary to the traffic flow diagram supplied. 
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Guy Mccallan, Police Traffic Management Officer has completed a report highlighting his concerns as 

follows which all evidence concerns in relation to Public Safety at the event - 

• For an event of this size you can expect approximately 411 vehicles for those attending the event 

plus staff, artists and contractors. 

• The proposed two way use of the single track road between Redricks Lane and the point on site 

approximately 150 mts south of the road, has the potential to result in conflict (pedestrian vs 

vehicle & vehicle vs vehicle), periods of stop/start in order to give way to oncoming traffic, the 

creation of short term tail backs etc that may extend back to or have a detrimental effect on traffic 

using Redricks Lane, be it attendees or other traffic. 

• The section of Redricks Lane at its junction with the site access is an unlit single carriageway road 

subject to the national speed restriction of 60 mph. Forward visibility is restricted by the road 

geometry and roadside vegetation. Road users would not expect to encounter stationary or slow 

moving traffic in the vicinity of the access.  

• During both the entry & exit phase some attendees with want to turn right into or out of the site. 

At times this will necessitate traffic on Redricks Lane stopping to allow such turning movement 

which has the potential to create short term delay, and tailbacks at a point in the road where road 

users would not anticipate finding stationary or slow moving traffic. Although this is likely to be a 

short term problem it’s not ideal. (RTC risk combined with visibility) 

• The Traffic Flow Diagram provided states “Stewards positioned at the Redricks Lane junction (1) 

and the turning into site (2) will liaise to pause the flow of existing traffic beyond point (2) if 

emergency vehicles are accessing the site.” In the absence of CSAS qualified TM operatives then 

any stewards deployed to point 1 (Redricks Lane jw site access road) have no lawful power to 

stop/control traffic on Redricks Lane. 

• The use of the site access road for uncontrolled two way traffic, as well as emergency vehicles at a 

time when any of the other businesses may also be operating gives cause for concern. In the event 

of the unexpected if the access were compromised we could be faced with attendees being 

trapped on site with emergency vehicles being unable to access the site. 

• If access to or from the site is not simple, quick and easy then taxi’s aren’t going to want to slowly 

negotiated their way in and out which may result in pedestrians being dropped off / collected in 

Redricks Lane which then results in pedestrians waiting/walking in an unlit 60 mph road during the 

hours of darkness. Taxis & other vehicles potentially stopping at inappropriate locations and the 

knock on effect this may have on other traffic. i.e. overtaking stopped vehicles at less than ideal 

locations - risk of RTC’s.  

• The absence of a pedestrian route is also a concern. The venue is not too far from civilisation so 

some people may be tempted to walk in/out. 

• Dependant on weather conditions there may be potential for mud to be transferred on the wheels 

of attendees vehicles to the public highway. Adequate mitigation should be in place to ensure this 

does not happen but if it does it is immediately cleared, i.e. operatives with suitable PPE equipped 

with shovels and brushes, jet wash, road sweeper etc. 

• Police and Herts County Highways are not satisfied that the current TM plan adequately deals with 

the potential issues at this site. 

• The promoter needs to reconsider how they deal with the problems posed by the access to this 

site. They should identify the potential hazards/risks and through their TM provider prepare and 

submit a plan that we can be confident will adequately mitigate the identified risk.  
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The only other parts of the EMP that refer to arrival and egress are show below, none of which cover 
the concerns highlighted. 
 
The below screen shots are taken from page 18 of EMP. 
 

 
 

 
 
It is unclear from the above description and from the site plan provide how people will safely move 
from the car park to the event tents. It is also unclear where the event entrance is located.  
 
The EMP submitted contains no information about how the event organisers plan to reduce any 
impact on the local community.  A section in the EMP entitled Local Community Impact contains 
just two sentences as can be seen from the below screen shot taken from page 20 of the EMP. As 
mentioned previously this site is in fact reasonably close to residential areas so the potential to 
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impact on them needs to be considered and addressed but it has not been. As a result there is a real 
risk that this event will cause a public nuisance.  
 

 
 
Police have been made aware by an Environmental Health Officer that residents near to Redricks 
Lakes have complained this year about the noise from the site in relation to clay pigeon shooting. 
They have mentioned how they were disturbed in the past when music was played at the location 
when it was used as a wedding venue. This shows that there are indeed residents in the area who 
will be impacted by this event. The organisers have not yet submitted a noise management plan for 
consideration. Even though the event is now only 3.5 weeks away.  
 
The information supplied within the EMP and on the TEN’s does not mention how the organisers 
will ensure that the number of people present within the areas licensed by the TEN’s will not exceed 
499 people.  
 
No information or diagrams have been provided showing the sizes of the structures being used on 
the site, those structures being tent 1, tent 2 or bar 1. The TEN’s application indicates that a Big top 
tent and a stretch tent will be placed in the car park area of the glamping site and will be licenced 
under the TEN’s. 
 
Police are aware that the marquee currently on the site, that Ricky Harding stated will be utilised, 
would have a capacity of 660 with nothing else in it. No diagrams have been provided to show how 
much space the bar and DJ with take up, therefore it is not possible to calculate the number of 
people that this marquee can safely hold. If the space were reduced by for example 16 square 
meters to allow for the bar and DJ then a maximum capacity would be 613. With this in mind, the 
covered space available to people and the numbers being quoted as attending the entire event are 
of concern.  
 
The event is being run at a time of year when the weather is likely to be cold and not suitable for 
people to be outside for any length of time. The organisers should be planning to ensure that all 
those attending are able to be under cover at any one time. The TEN’s restriction of 499 (including 
staff) people being allowed within the Big top (Tent 1) and Bar 2 as a whole means that at any one 
time the only other covered space for the other 499 people will be within the marquee currently on 
site (tent 2 on the plan above). I cannot see how the event organisers will ensure the maximum 
capacities are not breached without resulting in people having to wait in outside areas for periods 
of time. If the weather is particularly poor this difficult situation will be exacerbated further as 
people will get even more frustrated.  
 
The security plan provided within the EMP is shown below. The screen shot has been taken from 
page 24 of the EMP. It contains very little information. It is unclear how the organisers have come 
to the conclusion that 12 security and 2 Stewards will be sufficient to manage the event and prevent 
crime and disorder. A deployment plan has not been completed in order for Police to assess how 
the differing aspects of the event are being managed. Security staff do not appear to be overseeing 
the security of the campsite or the rest of the event site after midnight each night therefore the 
prevention of crime and disorder has not been considered sufficiently.  
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The medical provisions stated in the EMP are very minimal and do not include coverage for those 
remaining on the site after midnight. The below screen shot is taken from page 38 of EMP 
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The EMP supplied contains errors and lacks detail in key areas. The errors cause concern and need 
rectifying. The EMP has been taken from another event and edited however points relating to the 
other event remain. There are statements made within the EMP that are factually incorrect and 
misleading. Some examples of this are as follows. 
 
The below screen shot is taken from page 7 of the EMP. 

 
 
Police visited the site on the 4th October 2021. The below image was taken of approximately the 
location where the big top tent would be positioned. The site was found to have poor drainage 
which is in contrast to the above statement. There were a number of areas around the site where 
there was standing water and at times boggy ground. It is concerning that these issues with the site 
have not been identified and addressed within the EMP. Again this is a public safety issue. 
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The following sentence is stated on page 6 of the EMP. 

 
The management team involved in this event have not run this type of event at this site before.  
 
Overall the majority of the EMP is fairly generic information, it is lacking the required detail and 
information to ensure the safe running of the event. 
 
The areas of risk highlighted above are not identified within the event risk assessment that has been 
supplied. The risk assessment provided is one that was produced in relation to the Glamping Camp 
Site, it contains no information specific to the Halloween event. There is a significant change in the 
way the camp site is to be used but this has not been recognised and readdressed. The EMP does 
not detail any plans to mitigate risks posed by the lake such as heras fencing, patrols and lighting. 
As a result there is a significant risk to public safety. Of further concern the EMP does not state that 
they will have a person allocated as an Event Safety Officer.  
 
A fire safety officer has been involved in assessing the site, she has raised concerns that the marquee 
is proposed to be used for events other than just for families staying on site as was originally stated. 
An updated fire risk assessment is required to encompass the change of use. Additionally this fire 
officer visited the site on 30th September 2021 and found that the marquee had partially collapsed 
due to water and wind damage, poles had become unhinged, no emergency lighting, there was only 
one entrance / exit at the front and the emergency exit that should be located to the rear was not 
present. Instead one side of the marquee was completely open but this was an unsafe fire exit route 
due to overgrown vegetation and being unaccessible with trip hazards. It appeared to the fire officer 
that the marquee had not been erected by a competent person and in accordance with the 
manufacturers instructions. Evidence of this has been requested by the fire officer. She returned on 
the 4th October however the issues had not been addressed.   
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Not only are there issues in relation to the planning of this event but concerningly Matthew Bone 
who currently holds the premise licence for the marquee has stated to the Council that he is no 
longer involved in Cre8 Glamping and is not performing a DPS role for the premise. Therefore in 
order for this licence to be legally used in conjunction with the TEN’s it will need to be transferred 
to another holder and a new DPS appointed.  
 
In summary, the plans provided are inadequate, Police have a lack of faith in the safe running of 
these two events. There is insufficient time to rectify the issues highlighted. The normal process of 
planning such events takes a minimum of 3 months. If the events were allowed to go ahead with 
the TEN’s granted there would be a risk to public safety concerns in relation to the prevention of 
crime and disorder and the prevention of public nuisance.  Hertfordshire Constabulary’s submission 
is that this application for a Temporary Event Notice is rejected. 
 
Report completed by Police Sergeant , Licensing Sergeant for East Herts and Police 
Licensing Officer, . 
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Emails between Event Organisers and Police. 
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Below email is the email attached to the above email from Brad. 
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Email containing link to EMP documents 
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Below two screen shots are of the online folder that the link takes you to from the email above. 

Screenshots taken on 1/10/21 at 1719 hours.  
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Email with site pictures attached ‘Traffic Flow diagram’ and ‘Muster Points’ sent to Police 28/9/21 

 

Below JPG was attached to the email above from Brittany.
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Below JPG was attached to the email above from Brittany. 
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SAG notification submitted to East Herts Council 24/9/21. 
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Attachment sent with SAG notification 
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COVID questionnaire attachment sent with SAG notification. Screen shots of 11 pages.
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Email sent to event organiser by Fire Safety Inspector on 29/9/21 

 

 

The below PDF was attached to the email above from Tammy. I have not screen shot all 9 pages. 
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Six photos shown in the screen shots below were attached to the email above the Fire Safety Inspector.  
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Facebook posts – screenshots 

Taken on 8th September 2021 at 1909 hours 
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Taken on 8th September 2021 at 1914 hours 
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Taken on 8th September 2021 at 1915 hours 
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Taken on 8th September 2021 at 1915 hours 
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Taken on 9th September 2021 at 2023 hours 
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Taken on 9th September 2021 at 2053 hours 
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Taken on 12th September 2021 at 2149 hours 
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Taken on 17th September 2021 at 2003 and 2004 hours 
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Taken on 17th September 2021 at 2004 hours 
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Taken on 17th September 2021 at 2004 hours 
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Taken on 18th September 2021 at 1729 and 1731 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 55 of 84 
 

Taken on 20th September 2021 at 1430 hours 
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Taken on 24th September 2021 at 2311 hours 
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Below are the conditions that are attached to the premise licence held by Matthew Bone for the Cre8 

Glamping Marquee. 

 
A camping licence as agreed by East Herts Council must be in place at any 
time alcohol is sold. 

 
A digital closed circuit television (CCTV) system to be installed internally 
ensuring the following:- 
a. All entry and exit points must be covered to enable frontal identification of 
every person entering the premises in any light condition; 
b. The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open for 
licensable activities and during times when customers remain on the premises; 
c. All recordings shall be stored for a minimum period of 31 days with date and 
time stamping. Recordings shall be made available immediately upon the 
request of Police or authorised officer throughout the preceding 31 day period; 
d. A staff member from the premises who is knowledgeable with the operation 
of the CCTV system shall be on the premises at all times when the premises 
are open to the public and this staff member must be able to show and supply 
if requested a Police or authorised officer recent date or footage with the 
absolute minimum of delay when requested; 
e. Any faults with the CCTV system must be recorded in writing and must be 
rectified without delay. 

 
A risk assessment must be completed and adhered to specifically in relation to 
the open water lakes that are on the site to include all measures to be taken 
reduce any risks as must be reviewed every 4 months and review must be 
documented. Measure must include a plan to monitor lakes at regular intervals 
throughout when customers are on site.   

 
At least 3 months in advance of any events with licensable activities for more 
than 499 people, the event organiser or DPS will notify the Police Licensing 
Officer of the date of the event and submit an online notification to the Safety 
Advisory Group. 

 
At least 3 months in advance of any events with licensable activities for more 
than 499 people, the event organiser or DPS will submit to the Police Licensing 
Officer an Event Management Plan which details / contains, as a minimum, 
information on the following areas; 
 
a) A detailed site plan showing temporary structures and emergency access 
routes / evacuation routes 
b) Management structure, responsibilities and roles 
c) Event Capacities including capacities for temporary structures 
d) Event risk assessment covering all areas of risk and management of risks to 
ensure the health and safety of all those on site 
e) Emergency protocols 
f) Security operations and deployment plan 
g) Dispersal policy 
h) Drugs and weapons policy 
i) Bar management and Alcohol policy 
j) A Risk Assessment specifically relating to the area of water within the site. 
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SIA registered door supervisors shall be employed at the premises at events of 
over 499 people, where there is musical entertainment and alcohol. 

 
Where SIA registered door supervisors are used at the premises: 
 
a) A record must be kept of their SIA registration numbers and the dates and 
times when they are on duty. 
b) They must wear high visibility arm bands or jackets when engaged outside 
the entrance to the premises. 

 
For any events held on the island, or bordering onto the water, a Risk 
Assessment must be produced and provided to Police Licensing and the 
Licensing Authority at least 4 weeks in advance of the event. 

 
The age verification policy operated at the premises shall be "Challenge 25". 
This means that whilst alcohol may be sold to persons aged 18 years or over, 
any person who appears under 25 years of age shall be required to provide 
proof of age using an acceptable form of ID. Notices advertising that the 
premises operate a "Challenge 25" scheme shall be displayed in a clear and 
prominent position at the premises entrance(s)/and inside at the premises bar 
serving area. The only forms of ID that may be accepted shall be 
 
a. Proof of age card bearing the PASS hologram logo 
b. Passport; or 
c. UK photo driving licence 

 
The Premises Licence Holder or Designated Premises Supervisor to ensure 
that all management and staff are fully trained and briefed on the four licensing 
objectives, Challenge 25, the conditions on this licence, policies referred to in 
this licence. Also, any other Police initiatives, such as CSE. Every 6 (six) 
months these staff are to be given refresher training and this is to be 
documented in such a way that it can be given to an authorised officer on 
request. Staff should also sign documentation confirming the training has taken 
place and the date. 

 
A written record of all refused sales shall be kept on the premises. It must 
include details of the member of staff who refused service, time and date it 
occurred and the reason for refusal. The record shall be made available to 
Police and/or local authority immediately upon request and shall be kept for a 
least one year from the date of last entry. 

 
An incident book shall be maintained to record any activity related to drugs or 
of a violent, criminal or serious anti-social nature and be available for 
inspection at all times (when the premises is open) by an authorised officer of 
relevant responsible authority, it should record the following details: - 
 
a) Time and date and nature of the incident, 
b) People involved 
c) Action taken 
d) Details of the person responsible for the management of the premises at the 
time of the incident. 
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No unaccompanied children, under 18 years of age to be on the premises, 
unless attending an age appropriate event at the jurisdiction of the Premise 
Licence Holder / Designated Premises Supervisor. 

 
No children allowed in the bar after 20:00. 

 
There is to be a first aider on site at all times. 

 
The DPS is to always be on site when licensable activities are taking place. 

 
Onsite security is to be available 24hours a day. 

 

 

 

Report by Guy Mccallan, Police Traffic Management Officer 

I note the event is anticipated to attract approx’ 700-998 people. 

Assuming they all attend in a vehicle then using DfT guidance of an average vehicle occupancy rate of 1.7 

per vehicle we can expect approx’ 411 vehicles, plus I presume, staff, artists contractors etc. 

The condition of the on-site access “road” and how it’s used & managed during this event will be influential 

in how attendees (Pedestrians & Vehicles) can arrive & depart and what if any effect they may have on the 

wider highway network and what if any additional TM measures may be required. 

I’ve not yet been on site but understand it currently hosts a range of other successful 

attractions/events/business which include:- 

Skill at arms (Rifle shooting), Aqua Splash (Water park), Redricks Open Water Swimming Lake, Cre8 

Glamping (holidays & short breaks), Various Yoga businesses,  ACU (Motorcycle) Trial Enduro bike ride 

event, Summer Triathlon event, etc.   

The Safety at Street Works & Road Works a code of practice, provides guidance in relation to the minimum 

requirements in terms of traffic management in temporary situations. Whilst it does not apply to private 

land the information within it is a useful guide and can help provide confidence in relation to “off road” 

events.  

In terms of “road width” it suggests that for unrestricted (i.e. not controlled) two way traffic flow, the 

minimum road width should be not less than 6.75 mts but this may be reduced to a minimum of not less 

than 5.5 mts where cars and light vehicles only are expected. 

Where these widths can’t be achieved it will be necessary to introduce some form of traffic control, i.e. 

traffic lights or a stop/go board, to allow the safe movement of alternate single lane running. 

Under these circumstances the minimum desirable road width is 3.50-3.25 mts, but this can be reduced to 

an absolute minimum of not less than 2.5 mts where only cars and light vehicles are expected.  
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Having had a look at the below “Traffic flow diagram” I note its proposed to operate two way traffic 

between Redricks Lane and a point on site approximately 150 mts south of the road, using what appears to 

effectively be a single track “road” that’s approx. 3.0 mts wide? i.e. well below the 5.5 mt absolute 

minimum width recommended for two way traffic on roads and potentially less than the 3.50-3.25 mt 

minimum width recommendation for traffic controlled single lane running. 

 

The below screen shot is taken from google photos and shows the entrance to Redricks Lakes from 
Redricks Lane.  

 

 

I’m therefore concerned that at times, the operation of an uncontrolled two way traffic route has the 

potential to result in conflict (pedestrian vs vehicle & vehicle vs vehicle), periods of stop/start in order to 
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give way to oncoming traffic, the creation of short term tail backs etc that may extend back to or have a 

detrimental effect on traffic using Redricks Lane, be it attendees or other traffic. 

I have viewed video footage taken by PS Ramirez (screen shot below) of the track linking the site to 

Redricks Lane that demonstrates the narrow width of the track Which in my opinion demonstrates the 

track is unsuitable for unrestricted two way traffic flow of the volume anticipated.  

 

The section of Redricks Lane at its junction with the site access is an unlit single carriageway road subject to 

the national speed restriction of 60 mph. Forward visibility is restricted by the road geometry and roadside 

vegetation. Road users would not expect to encounter stationary or slow moving traffic in the vicinity of 

the access. During both the entry & exit phase some attendees with want to turn right into or out of the 

site.  

 

At times this will necessitate traffic on Redricks Lane stopping to allow such turning movement which has 

the potential to create short term delay, and tailbacks at a point in the road where road users would not 

anticipate finding stationary or slow moving traffic. 

I note the following is stated on the Traffic Flow Diagram above  “Stewards positioned at the Redricks Lane 

junction (1) and the turning into site (2) will liaise to pause the flow of existing traffic beyond point (2) if 

emergency vehicles are accessing the site.” 

In the absence of CSAS qualified TM operatives then any stewards deployed to point 1 (Redricks Lane jw 

site access road) have no lawful power to stop/control traffic on Redricks Lane. 

The use of the site access road for uncontrolled two way traffic, as well as emergency vehicles at a time 

when any of the other businesses may also be operating gives cause for concern. In the event of the 

unexpected if the access were compromised we could be faced with attendees being trapped on or off site 

unable to get into venue or to leave. 

Dependant on weather conditions there may be potential for mud to be transferred on the wheels of 

attendees vehicles to the public highway. Adequate mitigation should be in place to ensure this does not 

happen but if it does it is immediately cleared, i.e. operatives with suitable PPE equipped with shovels and 

brushes, jet wash, road sweeper etc. 

I’m not satisfied we can be confident the current TM plan adequately deals with the potential issues at this 

site. 
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A single point of entry creates a vulnerability in terms of 999 access (sharing the only vehicular access) as 

well as issues if for example Redricks Lane is closed, i.e. because of an RTC or a water leak etc. Whilst 

unlikely such things do happen and in the event of a fatal RTC, the road could be closed for hours, which 

would then create issues stopping people trying to get in or out. 

If the length of the “road” is as narrow as it appears in the screen grab it will result in some stop/start 

traffic & potential delay/tailbacks that may have an adverse effect on Redricks Lane, which if attendees are 

approaching from both directions will mean traffic on Redricks Lane will have to stop in one direction or the 

other, both during arrival and departure to allow attendees to turn right across the path of traffic, both in & 

out of the site. 

Although this is likely to be a short term problem it’s not ideal. (RTC risk combined with visibility) 

If access to or from the site is not simple, quick and easy then taxi’s aren’t going to want to slowly 

negotiated their way in and out which may result in pedestrians being dropped off / collected in Redricks 

Lane which then results in pedestrians waiting/walking in an unlit 60 mph road during the hours of 

darkness. Taxis & other vehicles potentially stopping at inappropriate locations and the knock on effect this 

may have on other traffic. i.e. overtaking stopped vehicles at less than ideal locations - risk of RTC’s. 

Even if we work with the promoter to help develop their plan, unless an additional access can be secured 

it’s still very much in my mind a hope for the best approach. 

The absence of a pedestrian route is also a concern. The venue is not too far from civilisation so some 

people may be tempted to walk in/out. 

The promoter needs to reconsider how they deal with the problems posed by the access to this site. They 

should identify the potential hazards/risks and through their TM provider prepare and submit a plan that 

we can have consider and have confidence will adequately mitigate the identified risk. ie. 3 way traffic 

signals which could warn and regulate traffic on Redricks Lane as well as help manage exiting site traffic. 

HCC share the concerns I’ve raised, the promoter will need to demonstrate they can mitigate the risk, if 

they can I’m happy to reconsider any further submission. 

Report ENDS 
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Email from environmental health officer containing a residents complaint. 
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Photos taken from Police visit on 4/10/21 
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